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TAKRIF ISLAMOPHOBIA
LAPORAN BADAN PENINJAU ISLAMOPHOBIA OIC PERTAMA
Sekretariat Agung OIC, Jeddah, Mei 2007-Mac 2008

Takrif kamus bagi kosa “phobia” ialah “ketakutan atau kebencian yang keterlaluan:
ketakutan tidak rasional atau amat kuat dan kebencian terhadap sesuatu. Secara
mudahnya berdasarkan definisi ini, Islamophobia ialah ketakutan tidak rasional atau
amat kuat atau kebencian terhadap Islam”. Namun, Islamophobia lebih dari sekadar
makna ini dan ia turut menggabungkan kebencian kaum, sikap tidak bertoleransi,
prejudis, diskriminasi dan stereotaip. Fenomena Islamophobia pada asasnya ialah
kebencian berasaskan agama. la mempunyai dua aspek berbeza: (1) dari sudut
protagonis Islamophobia dan (2) dari sudut mangsa Islamophobia.

Istilah Islamophobia diperkenalkan pada 1996 oleh Suruhanjaya Muslim British dan
Islamophobia (“Commission on British Muslims and Islamophobia”). Pada tahun
berikutnya, suruhanjaya tersebut yang mengeluarkan laporan yang dikenali sebagai
“Runnymede Trust Report Islamophobia : a challenge for all of us” telah
menginstitusikan kosa kata Islamophobia sebagai bererti “prejudis terhadap Islam”,
walaupun kosa kata tersebut secara harfiahnya bererti “ketakutan tidak berasas
terhadap Islam”. Laporan Runnymede turut mengenal pasti tujuh komponen yang
mendefinisikan Islamophobia. Ianya seperti berikut:

¢ Islam dilihat sebagai blok monolitik, statik dan tidak berkembang;

e Islam dilihat sebagai terpisah dan “orang lain”. Ia tiada nilai persamaan dengan
budaya-budaya lain, tidak mempengaruhi mereka dan tidak dipengaruhi mereka,

e Islam dilihat sebagai lebih lemah berbanding Barat. Ia tidak bertamadun, tidak
rasional, primitif dan gila seks;

e Islam dilihat sebagai ganas, agresif, mengancam, menyokong keganasan dan
terlibat dalam pertembungan peradaban;

e Kritikan muslim terhadap Barat ditolak mentah-mentah;

¢ Permusuhan terhadap Islam digunakan untuk menghalalkan amalan diskriminasi
terhadap Muslim and mengasingkan Muslim dari khalayak awam

¢ Permusuhan anti muslim dilihat sebagai biasa dan normal.

Sejak mantan Setiausaha Agung PBB, Kofi Annan, mempengerusikan suatu persidangan
pada Disember 2004 bertemakan “Menghadapi Islamophobia” (“Confronting
[slamophobia”) dan Maijlis Eropah mengutuk “Islamophobia” pada Mei 2005 dalam
Sidang Kemuncak, istilah Islamophobia telah mencapai tahap penerimaan bahasa dan
politik.

Dunia Islam menggangap konsepsi salah dan tafsiran salah terhadap Islam dan nilai-
nilai yang diajarnya sebagai punca Islamophobia. Gambaran yang diputarbelitkan dan
tidak benar terhadap Islam menjadikan Muslim sebagai mangsa diskriminasi kaum dan
xenophobia. Mereka menghadapi pemprofilan agama yang negatif dan penghinaan di
Eropah dan negara bukan Islam yang lain. Warga Muslim di seluruh dunia termasuk
Eropah dan Amerika Syarikat menghadapi sekatan perjalanan. Warga dan pribumi
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Muslim di Eropah sendiri terpaksa menghadapi diskriminasi dalam mencari pekerjaan,
mendapatkan kemudahan keselamatan sosial, dalam menjalankan tanggungjawab
agama dan menegakkan identiti budaya serta agama mereka.

Pelapor Khas PBB (Pertubuhan Bangsa Bersatu) mengenai Bentuk Semasa Rasisme,
Diskriminasi Rasis, Xenophobia dan Sikap Tidak Bertoleransi, En. Doudou Diene, dalam
laporannya kepada Sesi Ke-6 Majlis Hak Asasi Manusia (UNHRC) mengenai menifestasi
fitnah terhadap agama dan khususnya implikasi serius Islamophobia yang merencatkan
kebebasan menikmati hak asasi telah melaporkan kemerbahayaan isu ini dengan jelas
sekali. Beliau mendefinisikan Islamophobia sebagai “suatu permusuhan dan
ketakutan tidak berasas terhadap Islam dan akibat ketakutan atau kebencian
terhadap orang Islam atau majoriti daripada mereka”. Laporan tersebut turut
merujuk kepada kesan praktikal kebencian ini dari sudut diskriminasi, prejudis dan
layanan berbeza terhadap Muslim (individu dan komuniti) menjadi mangsa dan
pengasingan mereka daripada ruangan politik dan sosial. Istilah tersebut dicipta sebagai
tindakan balas terhadap realiti baru: diskriminasi yang meningkat terhadap Muslim
yang dimenifestasikan sejak mutakhir ini. Pelapor khas tersebut dalam laporannya turut
menyebut bahawa “Islamophobia ialah fenomena yang semakin meningkat dan menjadi
perhatian penting terutama selepas kejadian 11 September 2011".

Disediakan oleh:
Badan Peninjau Islamophobia OIC
Mei 2007-Mac 2008
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DEFINITION OF ISLAMOPHOBIA
1ST OIC ISLAMOPHOBIA OBSERVATORY REPORT
OIC General Secretariat, Jeddah, May 2007-March 2008

The dictionary definition of the word “phobia” is “a strong fear or dislike: an
irrational or very powerful fear and dislike of something. Simplistic as may be,
Islamophobia by this very definition would mean an irrational or very powerful fear or
dislike of Islam”. Islamophobia however goes much beyond this and incorporates racial
hatred, intolerance, prejudice, discrimination and stereotyping. The phenomenon of
Islamophobia in its essence is a religion-based resentment. It has two distinct aspects:
(1) from the viewpoint of the protagonists of Islamophobia and (2) from the victims’
point of view.

The neologism Islamophobia was launched in 1996 by the “Commission on British
Muslims and Islamophobia”. In the following year, the Commission released the
Runnymede Trust Report “Islamophobia: a challenge for all of us” institutionalizing the
word Islamophobia to mean “prejudice against Muslims”, though the word literally
means “undue fear of Islam”. The Runnymede Trust identified seven components that in
their opinion define Islamophobia. These are:
e [slam is seen as a monolithic bloc, static and unresponsive to change;
e Islam is seen as separate and “other”. It does not have values in common with
other cultures, is not affected by them and does not influence them;
e Islam is seen as inferior to the West. It is barbaric, irrational, primitive and sexist;
e Islam is seen as violent, aggressive, threatening, supportive of terrorism and
engaged in a clash of civilizations;
e Muslim Criticisms of the West are rejected out of hand;
e Hostility towards Islam is used to justify discriminatory practices towards
Muslims and exclusion of Muslims from mainstream society
¢ Anti Muslim hostility is seen as neutral or normal.

Since the former Secretary General of the United Nations, Kofi Annan, presided over a
December 2004 conference titled “Confronting Islamophobia” and the Council of Europe
has condemned “Islamophobia” in May 2005 in a Summit, the term Islamophobia has
achieved a degree of linguistic and political acceptance. The Muslim world considers
misconception and incorrect interpretation of Islam and the values its stands for, as the
cause of Islamophobia. The distorted and incorrect depiction of Islam has rendered
Muslims to become the latest victims of racial discrimination and xenophobia. They are
facing religious profiling and humiliation in the West and other non Muslim countries.
Muslim citizens in different parts of the world including Europe and the USA are facing
restrictions on travel. Muslim citizens and nationals of Europe experience
discrimination in finding jobs, access to social security facilities, in performing their
religious rites and upholding their cultural and religious identity.

The UN Special Rapporteur on Contemporary Forms of Racism, Racial Discrimination,
Xenophobia and related Intolerance, Mr. Doudou Diene, in his report to the 6th Session
of the UN Human Rights Council on the manifestations of defamation of religions and in
particular on the serious implications of Islamophobia on the enjoyment of all rights has
documented the dangers of the issue in clear terms. He defined Islamophobia “as a
baseless hostility and fear vis-a-vis Islam, and as a result a fear of and aversion towards
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all Muslims or the majority of them. It also refers to the practical consequences of this
hostility in terms of discrimination, prejudices and unequal treatment of which Muslims
(individuals and communities) are victims and their exclusion from major political and
social spheres. The term was invented in response to a new reality: the increasing
discrimination against Muslims which has manifested itself in recent years.” The Special
Rapporteur in his report also mentioned that “Islamophobia is a growing phenomenon
and a matter of concern in the aftermath of the events of 11 September, 2001.”

Prepared by:
OIC Islamophobia Observatory
Mei 2007-Mac 2008



